Panspinal epidural abscess concomitant with meningitis.
Panspinal epidural abscess is an extremely rare condition that can potentially lead to major permanent neurological deficits if treatment is delayed or suboptimal. Most patients with spinal epidural abscess have a short segment of vertebrae involved and classically present with fever, low back pain, and focal neurologic deficit. In severe cases, meningitis and septic shock may occur and lead to death. Therefore, the condition requires prompt recognition and proper intervention. Herein, we report the case of a 41-year-old diabetic man who presented at our hospital with the symptoms of headache, quadriplegia with respiratory distress and low back pain. Panspinal epidural abscess and meningitis were diagnosed by carrying out detailed neurologic examinations and neuroimaging studies, which expedited the correct diagnosis and treatment.